
CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS

The purpose of the community character section is to describe, 
accentuate and maintain the unique character that makes Me-
silla both a special place for residents, visitors, businesses and 
attractive to new business opportunities. Support for commu-
nity character elements such as rural character, views and vistas, 
architectural style, and historic preservation will assist the Town 
of Mesilla in marketing and economic development efforts.

The Housing element of the Comprehensive Plan es-
tablishes goals, objectives and policies for ensuring that 
adequate housing opportunities are available for cur-
rent and future residents of Mesilla. This component 
identifies existing housing conditions and trends, ana-
lyzes how well available housing meets local needs, 
and projects future housing needs.

HOUSING

This section identifies the natural, human-made, and 
human-caused hazards, such as drought, wild fires, and 
hazardous materials. In addition to identifying potential 
hazards, this section develops strategies to reduce or 
eliminate either the hazards themselves or potential 
damage.

HAZARD 
MITIGATION

The Rio Grande Valley helps frame a landscape where 
agricultural fields, groves of pecan trees, and historic 
residences all contribute to the special sense of place 
that one feels upon visiting or living in Mesilla. Land use 
patterns influence such things as a communityʼs eco-
nomic base, the cost of providing public services and the 
location of future (re)development and preservation.

LAND USE
The Community Services element encompasses a wide 
range of subjects important to quality of life within a com-
munity. This element addresses recreational opportunities 
and facilities in Mesilla as well as public safety services, such 
as police, fire fighting, and emergency medical services. Ad-
ditionally, senior services, library services, solid waste, and 
educational services are incorporated into this element. 

COMMUNITY 
SERVICES

The Transportation element addresses issues related to 
the transportation and circulation system, parking, and 
drainage. In addition to roads, this section addresses 
other modes of transportation, such as pedestrian, bi-
cycle, and transit facilities.

TRANSPORTATION

This element looks at the Townʼs water supply, water in-
frastructure, sewer system and the need for maintenance 
upgrades or other improvements.

UTILITIES & 
WATER RESOURCES

The Economic Development section of the Comprehensive 
Plan aims to build upon the tremendous potential of the 
Town to sustain and create jobs, build wealth, and enhance 
the overall quality of life. This could include the develop-
ment of cottage industries.

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT



WHAT ARE MESILLAʼS 
GREATEST NEEDS?

COMMUNITY 
SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
(575) 524-3262 
Cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov

CONTACTS:
Phyllis Taylor
(505) 822-8200
ptaylor@sites-sw.com
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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST COMMUNITY MEETING!

MESILLA

ORGAN MOUNTAINS

LAS CRUCES
DONA ANA

WHITE SANDS

ALAMOGORDO



CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES WORKBOARD
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2 WHAT ARE MESILLAʼS 
GREATEST OPPORTUNITIES?

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES WORKBOARD
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WHAT ARE MESILLAʼS 
GREATEST NEEDS?
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VISION & INVESTMENTS WORKBOARD
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4 WHAT INVESTMENTS NEED TO 
BE MADE TO MAKE THIS VISION 

A REALITY?

20 YEARS FROM NOW, 
HOW DO YOU ENVISION 

MESILLA?




